DELATIONS BETWEEN THE GIRASSIAS AND THE MARA?HAS

THE GIRASSIAS AND THE MOGHULS

After the power of the Gujarat Sultans declined and when the Moghuls
came upon the scene of history, the Giiiassias did not fail to laise their heads
even against the might of the Moghuls. The Moghuls in their turn tried
their best to stamp out these people as their predecessors, the Gujarat
sultans had done before. Some time after the death of the Gujarat sultan
Mehmud III, a general of the emperor Akbar was dispatched to conquer
these Ginassias. So in the year A.D. 1584 this general, Kwaja Nizamuddm
Ahmad, enumerates the results of his expedition in these words : " I attack-
ed and laid waste nearly fifty villages of the Kolis and and the Gnassias
and I built forts in seven different places to keep these people in check/'1
This measure was exactly similar to the one which was resorted to by the
Guzarat sultan Mehmud III in the latter half of the sixteenth century. Even
this precaution could not control the wild activities of these Ginassias. In
fact they continued to disturb the peace of the country down to the days
of emperor Aurangzib in the beginning of the seventeenth century. As Ins
illustrious predecessor Akbar did in AJX 1584, the puritan Aurangzib between
the years A.D. 1608-14 sent a general Abdul Khan to be the governor Gujarat
in order, as De Laet puts it, " that he might subdue or destroy the Bielsgrati
and Coulyes, who infested the roads and plundered the caravans of mer-
chants."2 Here again are the Girftssias classed together not only with the Kojis
but even with the Bhils as a distinctly predatory tribe given to wanton destruc-
tion.

THE GIRASSIAS AND THE MARATHAS

With such a record to their credit extending over nearly two centuries, as
soon as the Maija'lhas came into ix>wer, the Giriassias did not suddenly trans*
form themselves into a docile people, even under the yoke of the Hindus
like the Pe&vas. In the documents of the Manatha rulers these people
appear under the name of " Girassias " which has been claimed to be derived
from the word gha$, meaning a grass-cutter*3 These Ginassias gave not a
little trouble to the Marathas, especially throughout the eighteenth century.

THE GIRASSIAS IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

Most probably the Ginassias were never such a great source of annoyance
to either the Guzerat sultans or their successors, the Moghuls as they proved
to the Maratha rulers, particularly in the latter half of the eighteenth century.
The Giriassias almost became a menace 10 the Manatha empire and
like their contemporaries the Kolis, Bhills and Bedars, whenever
and wherever they could, caused distress and havoc. These disturbances
were naturally reported by the officer in charge of the locality to his
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